
 

 
Grant for the “Telegraph & Wilder Ridge Shaded Fuelbreak” project.    
 
 
Treatment of Structure Ignitability  
  
The Humboldt-Del Norte Unit contains many communities that are threatened with 
potential loss of life and property due to wildfires. These and many other communities in 
California are subject to threats from wildfire, yet thousands of homes continue to be 
constructed every year that are not safe for fire prone areas.  
  
Due to major wildfires that have occurred in California, various statues and regulations 
have been enacted to combat the ever-increasing threats to lives and property due to 
wildfire. Laws have been enacted to govern fire safety in regards to vegetation 
management, land use and more. However, aside from fire retardant roofing 
requirements, little had been accomplished at the state in regards to adoption of “Fire 
Safe” building standards for homes and other structures.  
  
With passing of Assembly Bill 1216 in January 2005, the California State Fire Marshall  
(SFM) was given statutory authority to expand fire safety building standards in areas with 
high fire risk to include components such as: roofs, exterior walls, attic eave vents, 
windows and structure projections including porches, decks, balconies, and eaves.  

(see PRC 4291 & Gov. Code 51189 on page 49 that apply to this law)  
  
This law will reduce the spread of fire to and from structures and will save lives, 
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minimize property loss, and protect the environment.     
  

  
  
  
  
  

57 



 

  
  

58 



 

 
Cooks Valley area  
Humboldt / Mendocino  
County line on the Hwy 101 corridor.   
    
  Information drawn from a variety of sources is included in the following pages to help    educate the 
public as to what they can do to help mitigate potential problems associated    with living in the 
Wildland Urban Interface (WUI).  
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